
Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Brunswick-Kroeschell 
Company 

 

 
 

KROESCHELL BROS ICE MACHINE COMPANY 
 
 

Theatres are listed in alphabetical order by name 



 
 

 
 

The Kroeschell Brothers Company was established in Chicago in 1879. In 1896, Frederick Wittenmeier joined 
Kroeschell Bros who, at the time, were in the boiler manufacturing and steam-fitting business.  . 
 
It was in Chicago that carbon dioxide refrigeration was developed by Wittenmeier and the Kroeschell Bros using 
patents purchased from the Hungarian Julius Sedlacek. Wittenmeier experimented with CO2 ice machines and this 
developed into a successful business leading to the formation of the Kroeschell Bros Ice Machinery Company in 
1897 with Wittenmeier as Chief Engineer. In 1917 he set up in business as the Wittenmeier Machine Company 
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1927 List of Movie Theatres Air Conditioned by Brunswick-Kroeschell  
 
 

 
 
 
These listings include movie theatres where the air conditioning is said to have been provided by the 
Wittenmeier Machine Company so it seems possible that Kroeschell Brothers (before forming the joint 
company with Brunswick in 1924) supplied the CO2 refrigerating plant. Fred Wittenmeier was the Chief 
Engineer for Kroeschell before setting up his own company in 1917.  Wittenmeier is credited with 
providing the first ever air conditioning (a spray washer with an integral direct expansion refrigerant coil) 
for a theatre, this being the Central Park Theatre in Chicago in 1917. The Central Park was part of the 
Balaban & Katz chain who became pioneers in adopting air conditioning for the theatres which they owned.   
 
 
 
 



1927 List of Movie Theatres Air Conditioned by Brunswick-Kroeschell 
 
 

 
 
In 1930, Brunswick-Kroeschell and York Heating (a Division of York Ice Machinery) merged with Carrier 
Engineering Corporation to form Carrier Corporation. Both these companies made CO2 refrigerating equipment. 
As the major theatre chains introduced larger, more luxurious, movie theatres, the larger capacity Carrier 
centrifugal water chilling equipment largely dominated the market. Smaller theatres, as in Baltimore, used Frick 
compressors operating with the CFC refrigerant Freon-12 (R-12), developed by Thomas Midgley in 1930. 
 
This means that in all those theatres listed as using Freon-12 refrigerant for air conditioning by Frick, this was 
installed between 1931 and 1940 (the date of the Vincent catalogue listing). 
 
In 1935, the Wittenmeier Machine Company was advertising the use of CO2, Freon and Methyl Chloride 
refrigerants. Fred Wittenmeier had died in 1928. 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres 
1917-1932 

 

Alabama Theatre 
BIRMINGHAM, ALAMABA 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1927 
          Seating Capacity: 2250 
          Owner: Paramount Publix 
          Architect: Craven & Mayger 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company          
           



 
 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Albee Theatre 
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 

 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1925 
          Seating Capacity: 3250 
          Owner: RKO 
          Architect: Thomas W Lamb 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company          
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Apollo Theatre 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1927 
          Seating Capacity: 1339 
          Owner: United Artists 
          Architect: C Howard Crane 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company           
           



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Atlantic Theatre 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1917 
          Seating Capacity: 998 
          Owner: Schoenstadt Circuit 
          Architect: Levy & Klein 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company           
 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Capitol Theatre 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 

 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1922 
          Seating Capacity: 2700 
          Owner: John H Kunsky 
          Architect: C Howard Crane 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company           
           



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Century Theatre 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1921 
          Seating Capacity: 1400 
          Owner: Loew’s 
          Architect: John J Zink, John Eberson 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company 
           



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Denver Theatre 
DENVER, COLORADO 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1927 
          Seating Capacity: 2525 
          Owner: Fox West Coast 
          Architect: Rapp & Rapp 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company          
           



 

 
 

 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Fount Square Theatre 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1928 photo nearing completion 

          Seating Capacity: 1800 
          Owner: Unknown 
          Architect: Donald Graham 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company            
 
 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Fox Theatre 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 

 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1923 
          Seating Capacity: 2423 
          Owner: Fox 
          Architect: Thomas W Lamb 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company           
           



 

 
 
 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Loew’s Theatre 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 

 
 

 
 
 
 

          Date Built: 1927 (Kirby Theatre originally) 

          Seating Capacity: 2519 
          Owner: Loew’s 
          Architect: Alfred C Finn 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company            
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Loew’s State Theatre 
ST LOUIS, MISSOURI 

  

 
 

          Date Built: 1924 
          Seating Capacity: 3417  
          Owner: Loew’s 
          Architect: Thomas W Lamb 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company           
 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

McVickers Theatre 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1926 
          Seating Capacity: 2264 
          Owner: Balaban & Katz 
          Architect: Thomas W Lamb 
          Air Conditioning:  Brunswick-Kroeschell Company 
         
 



 
 

 
 

McVickers 
 
 
 

 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Oriental Theatre 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1926 
          Seating Capacity: 3217 
          Owner: Balaban & Katz 
          Architect: Rapp & Rapp 
          Air Conditioning: Wittenmeier Machine Company (?) 
          Refrigeration: Kroeschell            
          Status: Performing Arts Centre 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Orpheum Theatre 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1926 
          Seating Capacity: 2190 
          Owner: Orpheum Chain 
          Architect: Albert Lansburg 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company          
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

Orpheum 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Orpheum 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Orpheum Theatre 
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1927 
          Seating Capacity: 3000 
          Owner: Orpheum 
          Architect: B Marcus Priteca 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company           
         
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Orpheum Theatre 
SIOUX CITY, IOWA 

 
 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1927 
          Seating Capacity: 2650 
          Owner: Frances? 
          Architect: Rapp & Rapp 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company           
           



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Pantheon Theatre 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1918 
          Seating Capacity: 3000 
          Owner: Lubliner & Trinz (taken over by Balaban & Katz 1930) 

          Architect: W W Ahlschlager 
          Air Conditioning: Wittenmeier Machine Company (?) 
          Refrigeration: Kroeschell            
        

 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Roosevelt Theatre 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1922 
          Seating Capacity: 1535 
          Owner: Balaban & Katz 
          Architect: C Howard Crane 
          Air Conditioning: Wittenmeier Machine Company (?) 
          Refrigeration: Kroeschell            
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 

The Roosevelt demolished 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Scollay Square Theatre 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1913 
          Seating Capacity: 2538 
          Owner: Unknown 
          Architect: R E Hall & Company 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company           
           



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Shea Buffalo Theatre 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 

 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1926 
          Seating Capacity: 3498 
          Owner: Shea 
          Architect: Rapp & Rapp 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company          
 
 



 

 
 

Buffalo (Architect’s drawing) 
 
 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Shore Theatre 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1927 
          Seating Capacity: 1500 
          Owner: Warner Bros from 1930s 

          Architect: Z Erol Smith 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

State Theatre 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1925 
          Seating Capacity: 2200 
          Owner: Unknown 
          Architect: C Howard Crane 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company           
 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

State Lake Theatre 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1919 
          Seating Capacity: 2649 
          Owner: Orpheum Circuit 
          Architect: G Albert Lansburgh with Rapp & Rapp 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company  
          Refrigeration: 250 TR CO2 installation (Cooper p.92) 
 
 



 
 



 
 

Original State Lake refrigeration, 2 x 125 hp CO2 machines 



 
 
 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Tower Theatre 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1926 
          Seating Capacity: 1996 
          Owner: Orpheum Circuit 
          Architect: Fridstein & Co 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company          
           
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Tremont Theatre 
NEW YORK 

 

 
 
 
 

          Date Built: 1910 
          Seating Capacity: 987 
          Owner: Unknown 
          Architect: Eugene De Rosa 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell           
 

 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Uptown Theatre 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

 

 
 

          Date Built: 1925 (as photo above) 

          Seating Capacity: 4320 
          Owner: Balaban & Katz 
          Architect: Rapp & Rapp 
          Air Conditioning: Wittenmeier Machine Company 
          Refrigeration: Kroeschell            
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Valencia Theatre 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1926 
          Seating Capacity: 1466 
          Owner: Loew’s 
          Architect: John Eberson 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company 
 



 
 

Valencia  
 



       Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Woods Theatre 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

 
 

 
 
 
 

          Date Built: 1918 
          Seating Capacity: 1126 
          Owner: Unknown 
          Architect: Marshall & Fox 
          Air Conditioning: Brunswick-Kroeschell Company            
  
   
 


